130                  REPLY TO A SOCIALIST  .
to gain more. If the socialists could help by reason-
able and practical suggestions, their aid would be wel-
come. When they propose to redistribute property, or
to change the industrial system, they only disturb the
work and introduce confusion and destruction. When
they talk about rising and shooting, as if such acts
would not be unreasonable or beyond possibility, they
put themselves at the limit of the law, and may, before
they know it, become favorers of crime.